
 

 
Pre-Modern History 
 

● Rising 9th graders must read 1 out of the following 2 novels below and will 
have a quiz on the novel they chose in the first week of school. 

1. Pompeii by Robert Harris; ISBN: 0-8129-7461-1 

OR 

2. Blood Red Horse by K.M. Grant; ISBN: 978-0-8027-7734-8 
 
 
Modern World History - All students must read: 

● A History of the World in 6 Glasses, Tom Standage ISBN-13:9781452601496 
  
AP World History-All students must read A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom 
Standage and their choice of any one of the other four titles below. 
 
Assessment assignment will be available on an AP World History Summer class page 
no later than July 1st, 2019. 
 
 

● A History of the World in 6 Glasses, Tom Standage 
ISBN-13:9781452601496-Must Read 
 

● A Long Way Gone by Ismael Beah  (ISBN-10: 0374531269; ISBN-13: 
978-0374531263)-Choice 

● Clandestine in Chile by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (ISBN-10: 1590173406 
ISBN-13: 978-1590173404)-Choice 

● Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (ISBN-10: 9781594631931 ISBN-13: 
978-1594631931)-Choice 

● Son of a Revolution by Liang Heng and Judith Shapiro (ISBN-10: 0394722744 
ISBN-13: 978-0394722740)-Choice 

 
  
American Studies - All students must read: 

● Never Caught: The Washingtons’ Relentless Pursuit of their Runaway Slave Ona 
Judge by Erica Armstrong Dunbar (ISBN: 978-1-5011-2639-0) 



 

 
US History Choose ONE book from the 3 listed below, (with an in-class assessment 
during the second week of school):  
·      Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a 
President  by Candice Millard OR ISBN 10: 0385526261 ISBN 13: 9780385526265 
·      Founding Brothers by Joseph Ellis OR ISBN-10: 0375705244; ISBN-13: 
978-0375705243 
·      Women, Race & Class by Angela Davis ISBN: 0394510399 ISBN-13: 
9780394510392 
  
AP US History 
·      American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North 
America by Colin Woodard  (with related summer writing assignments to follow) ISBN 
10: 0143122029 ISBN 13: 9780143122029 AND 
·      Out of Our Past by Carl Degler  ISBN: 9780061319853; ISBN 10: 0061319856 
 
(students should take marginal notes during the summer—no word processed notes 
accepted—and will have one or two 10-15 minute quizzes on the material with every 
unit throughout the year). 
  
AP European History:  (THIS INFORMATION WILL BE SHARED DIRECTLY WITH 
AP EURO STUDENTS BY THE TEACHER) 
·      Students enrolled in AP European History are required to choose ONE book from 
the following list and prepare a Google slides presentation (based on questions 
provided directly to the students) of NO MORE than five slides. 
  

Non-Fiction Historical Fiction 

Longitude by Dava Sobel - the story of an 
18th century British watchmaker who 
solves the greatest problem of his day, 
how to measure longitude, allowing 
British sailors to control the seas 

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel - the political 
backstory of Henry VIII’s break with the 
Catholic Church and marriage to Anne 
Boleyn, it highlights the manipulative 
efforts of Henry’s advisor, Thomas 
Cromwell 

Ghost Map by Steve Johnson - the story 
of a British scientist whose revolutionary 
theories help to end a deadly cholera 
outbreak in 1854 London 

Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks - 
story of one English town that chooses 
self-imposed isolation when the Plague 
spreads there in 1666 

Hero of the Empire by Candice Millard - A Very Long Engagement by Sebastien 



 

tells the story of Winston Churchill’s 
daring escape after his capture while 
acting as a news reporter in South Africa 
during the Boer War 
 

Japrisot - a young French woman’s quest 
to find her boyfriend who was sent into 
“no-man’s land” during World War I and 
presumed dead once the war had ended 

Civilization by Niall Ferguson - renown, 
contemporary historian explains why the 
West, including Europe, has ascended to 
power in the world and what threatens it 
now 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
- the story of a Russian count who is 
sentenced to live in a Moscow hotel 
through the Russian Revolution, World 
War II and Stalin’s USSR 

A World Only Lit by Fire by William 
Manchester - explains how the relative 
darkness of the medieval mind produced 
the seeds of the greatest flowering of 
European intellect and culture: the 
Renaissance 

No Man’s Land by Simon Tolkien - the 
teenage son of a socialist revolutionary 
experiences the horrors of the industrial 
coal mines and then the trenches of 
World War I 

Romantic Outlaws by Charlotte Gordon - 
dual biography of Enlightenment 
philosopher, Mary Wollstonecraft, and her 
daughter, Mary Shelley, who wrote 
Frankenstein, both of whom broke the 
rules about gender and love 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara 
Kingsolver - a family of missionaries 
travel to the Belgian Congo in the 1950s 
to a very different world than the one they 
were expecting 

Galileo’s Daughter by Dava Sobel - draws 
on letters between Galileo, who has been 
charged with heresy for his heliocentric 
findings, and his daughter, a Catholic nun 

Hornblower:  Beat to Quarters by C.S. 
Forester - a British admiral has to 
negotiate with the Spanish to defeat 
Napoleon Bonaparte 

The Great Cat Massacre by Robert 
Darnton - a series of essays, which 
examine the Enlightenment as seen by 
the elite as well as the common people of 
France 

 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony 
Doerr - a blind teenager navigates life in 
war-torn and German-occupied France 
during World War II 

 
 


